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abstract: In recent years the privatisation of public space has become the subject of much discussion and
debate among critics of today s urban development. In the United Kingdom and throughout the world, the
appearance of our cities is being transformed by public space privatisation. In other parts of Europe this topic
is becoming a very contemporary and controversial issue as well. As one of the biggest cities in Germany,
Hamburg shows processes of privatisation of public space. Its current HafenCity project reveals one of the
biggest regeneration projects managed from and financed by private and public sources. What do we mean by
the privatisation process and what are its benefits and disadvantages toward the quality of urban living
Privatisation describes the process of change within the management and ownership of open spaces. It is
perceived as a part of Post-modernism and the post-modern city, where the city provides the context for the
social, economic and cultural changes brought about by the globalised new economy (Minton, A. (2006) p. 5).
Corporate governance in shopping malls, business parks, entertainment complexes and business improvement
districts can be seen as part of this progression. The trend towards community or joint private ownership of
assets such as community centres and parks is an element of the progressive privatisation of public spaces
which reduces the pool of openly shared public spaces in towns and cities. Membership passes and fees can be
used to regulate who uses the facility and how the spaces are utilised. Traditionally we differentiate public...
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