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called A Life-Drama, was a phenomenal success. It was received with applause so loud and unanimous that the
morning when Byron awoke and found himself famous has been spoken of as the closest parallel. Smith was
called the greatest poet since Keats; he was called a greater poet than Keats; he was rated with Tennyson; he
was compared with Shakespeare. But within a year W. E. Aytoun had parodied Smith (and Sydney Dobell) in a
piece called Firmilian, and such was the success of this parody, although it was not written with malice, that
Smith lost his poetic reputation almost as fast as he had found it, and was tagged with its damning phrase
Spasmodic Poet for the rest of his life. Smith is said to have taken the parody and his subsequent poetic eclipse
with dignity and good humor, just as he had taken his first success with real modesty. Smith had abandoned his
father s trade, pattern-maker for Paisley...
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